Home care of the prostate cryosurgery patient.
1. Through the use of the pathway process, variation in home care of the prostate cryosurgery patient is reduced in caregiver technique and efficiency of care delivery is improved. More importantly, patient outcomes are closely monitored and multidisciplinary continuity of care is promoted. The pathway helps ensure that appropriate resources are initiated and used in appropriate timeframes. 2. A patient version of the critical pathway, written in lay terminology, is given to patients to define their responsibilities in the care process. This method encourages patient participation in care. 3. The purpose of home care is to educate the patient about his disease process and treatment regimen, and encourage him to participate in his treatment and recovery. The prostatic cryosurgery pathway gives him an opportunity to be active in his care.